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1 TIM. vj. 17, 18, 19. 


Charge them-that are Rich in this World that they be not 
high-minded, nor truſt in uncertain Riches, bat in the 
Living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy. 

T hat they do good, that they be rich in good Works, ready 
to diſtribute, willing to communicate. | 

Laying up in ſtore for themſelves 4 good foundation againſt 
the time to come, that they may lay hold on Eternal Life. 


HE Apoſtle had in the foregoing part of the 

Chapter diſcourſed much againſt Covetouſ 

neſs, and very f{eriouſly adviſed Timorhy to be 

aware of the love of Money, as being the 

root of all evil. But thou, O man of God, flee theſs things, 
And here, in the cloſe of his = hepreſleth him to 
| urge 
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urge the ſame thing upon others, and to teach the Rich 
Merchants of Epheſw the true uſe of Worldly Wealth; 
Which does not conſiſt in hoarding np abundance, but 
in laying out to the beſt advantage what a Maa is 
poſſeſſed of, 

He would not have them forbid the honeſt acquiſi- 
tion or poſſeſſion of the good Things of this Life. 
They might lawfully injoy as much of them as either 
by the common courſe of the World fell to be their 
Lot and Portion, or they by their honeſt Labour and 
Induſtry could obtain, provided they did ſo moderate 
their AﬀeCQtions in reſpe&t of them as neither to a&t 
any thing that was ſinful for the obtaining them, nor 
when they had got them tobe high-minded, nor to 
truſt in them, but ro be Charitable, and to do all the 
Good they could with them, 

Theſe Three laſt are the Duties in the Text, which 
having firſt diſcourſed of, I ſhall then conſider the Ar- 
guments here laid down to enforce the PraQtice of 
them, as well as the Obligation which lies upon the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel to teach others the Neceflity 
and Advantage of them. 

Among the Duties which they who are Rich in the 
World muſt be charged to obſerve, 


The Firft is, That they be not igh-minaed., So ſtrong 
is 'the deſire of being thought to excel others, that 
many phanſie that to be Excellent in themſelves which 
really-15 not :* Others, becauſe they would fain be ad- 
mired, dreſs up themſelves in borrowed Colours, and 
afcribe that to- themſelves which they ars inwardly con- 
ſeious they'have' nb reaſon to pretend to, Now if 
Men can be thus conceited of their own Fittions, can 
ſet up within their Breaſts an Idol of their own mak- 
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ing, and then fall down and worihip it 3 how eaſily 
may they be tempted to value themſelves upon the 
account of thoſe things which all the World admires as 
well as they ? 

Riches and Worldly Greatneſs carry ſuch a luſtre 
and brightneſs along with them, are ſo greedi'y per- 
ſued as being ſo many ways ſubſervient to Eaſe and 
Luxury, that it is no wonder if many believe themſelves 
{o much more honourable and worthy by how much a 
greater Portion they have of them, and on the other 
hand think thoſe moſt unworthy, moſt to be deſpiſed, 
who moſt want them. | 

Which is never more ſeen than in ſuch, who iu a low 
Condition were moſt humble and crouching, but when 
advanced to Preferment and Greatneſs are moſt inſolent 
of all others. 

Now nothing is more manifeſt than that the. deſign 
of our Saviours coming in the Fleſh was to wean us, 
even from the love of the Things of this World ; and 
if ſo, then to be ſure from entertaining too g20d an 
Opinion of our ſelves upon the account of them. « That 
this was our Saviours deſign is evident from the mean- 
neſs of his own appearing ; from his pronouncing thoſe 
to be bleſſed who are meek and poor in Spirit; and 
from his condeſcending to converſe with, and to admi- 
_ to the Neceſſities of the molt weak part of Man- 
kind. 

Further, ſince what we injoy does not proceed from 
our own Strength or Wit, but is the free Gift of God, 
what Reaſon can we have to be proud of what we are 
beholden to another for ? | 2 TT 

Or if this be not ſufficient to ſuppreſs all conceited 
Thoughts, and to make us think more modeſtly of our 
ſelves, ket us impartially reflect upon our many _ 
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and Indiſcrettons, our Errors and 'Ignorances ; theſe. 
being enough, amidſt our greateſt Proſperity, to ſhame 
us out. of any vain and arrogant conceit of our ſclves 
upon the account of it. 

If any thing can make us juſtly entertain a good 
Opinion of our ſzlves, it muſt be Vertue and Good- 
nels ; becauic theft, are Things truly valuable, aad: by 
which we make the neareſt approaches to him whoſe 
Pert-cticons atc Intinite: But yet when we conſider that 
although we have done never ſo much Good, we have 
Ukewilſe been guilty of, a great deal of Sin and Folly, 
that whatever we have done of that kind Has been 
done throng/.the power of him that ſtrengthens us ; nay, 
that even our belt Pertormances are lame and imperfect, 
and carry the {ſtamp of Frailty upon them ;3 we ſhall 
find that we have but little Reaſon, even for their ſake, 
to cheriſh a high conceit of our ſelves, or mean opinion 
of others. How. much leſs Reaſon then have we to do 
it upoa the ſcore of Things withqut us, which.do not 
zender us more perte&t in our ſelves, nor. contribute 
much to :our Happineſs, and which do promilcuoully 
happen alike to all, to the-moſt ignorant and molt wick- 
ed asſoon as to the moſt wile and mol} honeſt ? 


Secondly, They who are Rich in the World muſt be 
charged not to truſt in their Riches, but in God How 
great ſoever our Poſleſſions are they cannot ſecure us 
rom Danger and-Trouble, and theretore we mult not 
place any confidence in them, but muſt look higher, 
and in our greateſt Proſperity ſtill own our dependance 
upon God, and beg his Bleſſing to go along with us 
inall-our Undertakings. Some” put their truſt in Chariots 
aud ſome in Horſes, ſaith the Plalmiſt, but heis the moſt 
prudent, the moſt happy, who 7r»ſts in the Name of = 
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Lord, Whereas on the other hand, ic is ſtiled the Foo, 
in the Goſpel, who becauſe his Ground brought forth 
plentifully was for. taking his Eaſe and Reſt, as if his 
preſent Wealth was a ſufficient ſecurity againſt all croſs 
Accidents whatſoever. 

Riches, it 1s true, are of great ule to make us paſs 
throug!; this World with more Comfort and SatisfaCtion, 
bur it's God's Bleſſing only that can continue them to 
3. And thetretore he 1s chicfly to be relyed upon, and 
thc'e no otherwiſe to be valued than as they are Inftru- 
ments under him, very well fitted to promote our pre- 
lent Content. 

Buit this I ſhall have occaſion more largely to inſiſt on, 
when I conſider the Arguments made uſe of. by the.. 
Apoſtle to enſorce the Durics in the Text, 


The Third and laſt of which is, to be CLaritable. 
To ſhow the neceſſity whereof, as well as the manner 
of pcerlorming it aright, St. Pau! makes uſe of feveral 
Expreiſions : Charge them that are Rich in the Tora that 
they do good, that they be Rich in gooa Works, ready to 
diſtribute, willing to communicate, Each of which de- 
ſeryes our particular Conlideration, 


1, They who are Rich in this World muſt ao Good. Tt 
is a very comprehenſive Expreſſion, and takes in all the 
leveral ways of being beneficial to Mankiad. What- 
ever tends to the Advantage of particular Ferlons, or of 
whole Communities, of Mens Souls or Bodies ; what- 
ever promoteth the Intereſt of our Relations, or of 
thoſe that are not at all akin to us, of our own Country- 
men or of Strangers, of Friends or of Enemies, it. is! al; 
here hintcd to us, To.inſtrud the Ignorant or Miſlead, : 
to feed the Hungry, cloath the*'Naked, vilit the _ 
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aſſiſt the Widows, ſupport the Fatherleſs, deliver the 
Oppreſſed from him that would ſpoil him, to redeem 
Captives, to relieve the Diſtreſſed, of whatſoever Stock, 
Family, Country or Religion, they happen to be. 

Toere& Hoſpitals, to build Work-houſes, to endow 
Schools and Colleges, to ſettle Annuities for Charitable 
Uſes. 

All this, and whatever elſc there is whereby the Wel- 
fare, the Eaſe and Comfort, the Relief, the Subſiſtence 
of others is promoted, is included in this Expreſſion of 
doing Good. 

Great is the Advantage which Rich Men 1injoy above 
others, in that by Reafon of that Power and Authority 
which their Riches procure for them, and by Reaſon 
of that Plenty whereby they are able to ſupply the 
different Neceilities of thoſe that want, hee | to pro- 
mote the greateſt and moſt uſeful Atts of Charity, the 
may, if they pleaſe, make themſelves univerſal Blel- 
ſings to Mankind, whilſt without any limitation or re- 
ſerve they do Good to-all Men, and do it (as Occaſions 
offer themſelves) all manner of ways. 


2. They muſt be Rich in good Works. What T have 
ſpoken already concerning doing of Good, will in a 
great meaſure interpret this Expreſſion of being Rich in 
good Works, For they who do not confine themſelves 
to any par.icular Acts of Charity, but as they have 
Opportunity do variouſly diſperſe their Bounty, and do 
Good to all Men, may be truly ſaid to be Rzch in good 
Works. 

I ſhall therefore only add, that as this Expreſſion does 
imply different Ats of Charity, fo may it likewiſe hint 
to us that Conſtancy which ought to be in the perfor- 
mance of them. 
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It is not enough for them who are Rich to do the 
ſame AQts of Charity once or twice, to do them at ſet 
and ſolemn Times and Seaſons, upon ſome emergent 
Occaſions, or only at their Death ; but they muſt be Rich 
in good Works, i.e. they muſt do them over and over 
again; and if they have not Objects of Charity near 
them, mult look abroad and find them elſewhere. 

They muſt not excuſe themſelves from this Duty by 
pretending they have given late y, or that the Times 
are difficult, and that it will be beſt to lay up againſt a 
bad day : But if God has bleſſed them with wherewithal 
to do it, at all Times and in all Seafons, wheneyer pro- 
per ObjeQs of Charity ofter themſelves, they are bound, 
according to their Ability, to take notice of, and to bc 


kind to them. | 
: 

3. They who are Rich in the World muſt be ready to 
diſtribute. This denotes that willingneſs and chearful- 
neſs of Mind which ought to accompany their Charity, 
There muſt be no force nor compullion 1n it, no regard 
to any by-ends in the doing it : But they muſt do it out 
of a Principle of Conſcience, and becauſe they know it 
to be the Duty of every ſincere Chriſtian. Some are 
bountiful out of meer ſhame becauſe their Neighbours 
are ſo : Others, to gain the applauſe of Men : Others, 
to further ſome particular Deſign, which by ſuch a ſhow 
of Picty they hope may be promoted : Others, to make 
an Atonement, as they think, tor their Sins ; and others 
are prevailed upon to be ſo by the meer fight of pitiful 
Objects, or by the importunity of bold and impudent 
Beggars. Now none of thele, in all theſe Cafes, can 
be truly faid to be ready to diſtribute; becauſe there is 
ſomething of compullion in all of them, and they 


would never have been ſo tree to relieve others had they 
not 
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not been influenced by ſomething elſe rather than the 
love of God, and a ſenle of their Duty. 

When -our Hearts are as open as our Hands ; when 
in affording Relict to others we conſult their Intereſt, 
and not. our own ; when we inquire after Objects, of 


, Charity our felves ; are glad of any Opportunity of 


doing Good to others ; when we expect no Requital or 
Reward for our Charity, but what God is pleaſed to 
beſtow upon us ; then, and not otherwiſe, may we be 
ſaid to expreſs that readineſs to diſtribute which the 
Apoſtle here makes mention of, 


4. And Laſtly, They who are Rich i -is World muſt 
be willing to communicate. T|\is 1 7+ 07 Chriſtian 
Charity, when Men are not + 'y , if, v give but to 
give ſo largely as to make woic, (om tiiey give tO, 
co-partners with them in thc gooc +1 h1yigs which they 
1njoy. 

In the early times of Chriftanicy all things were 
common, and the tirſt Proſelices, jor tear they thould 
not have wherewithal to fupovly the Neceſſities of 
others, or not be {9 prudent as they ought to be in their 
Diſtributions, ſold their YofleTions, and laying the Price 
of them at the Apoſtles Feet, left it to them to diſpoſe 
thereof as they thought tit. 

Now the word which is here interpreted willing to 
communicate is derived from the word which 
expreſſcth that liberal participation of one ano- 
thers good 'Things, which was ſo cuſtomary 
in the Apoſtles days : And therefore St. Paul in the 
Text had, without queſtion, reſpe&t thereunto, and was 
deſirous that Timothy ſhould put the Rich Men in mind 
of it, 

And although there be not now the ſame Reaſon -; 
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the being thus liberal, as there then was, yet it ought 
to be an Argument to all thoſe who have great Polle[- 
ſions not to ſtint themſelves to any lefler ACts of Cha» 
rity, but in Caſes of great Neceſſity to give largely, 
and rather to truſt God's Providence tor a freſh Supply, 
than ſuffer their diſtreſſed Neighbours to periſh for want 
of a ſeaſonable Relicf, although it could not be afforded 
them without a conſiderable diminution of their own 
Fortunes. | 

Having thus explained to you the Duties 1n the Text, 
T ſhall now examine the Arguments made uſe of: by the 
Apoltle to entorce the Practice of them, 


The Fuſt of which 4s fetched from the Nature of 
thoſe Things which the Rich Men of the World are 
olſeſſed of : They arc uncertain. Charge them that are 
Rich in the World that they be not high-minaea, nor truſt 
in uncertain Riches. 

The Second, trom the Nature of God, and the Effects 
of his Providence. He is a Living God, who giveth s 
richly all che good things we injoy. 

The Third, from the Conſideration of that Reward, 
which they who perform the forementioned Duties ſe- 
cure to themſelves, They ao lay up in ſtore for themſelves 
4 good foundation againſt the time to come, that they may 
lay hola on Eternal Life. 


Firſt, Rich Men mult not be high-minded nor truſt 
in uncertain Riches, but be Charitable ; becauſe Riches 
are uncertain Things, When we think our ſelves moſt 
ſecure of them, they make themſelves Wings and fly 
away, and leave us full of Grief and Sorrow for the 
want of them. 

Let Men be neves ſo induſtrious in heaping up tor 
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themſelves the good Things of this Life ; let them be 

laced in never ſuch thriving Circumſtances ; let them 

e never ſo watchful over their Concerns, they cannot 
be aſſured that their proſperous Condition ſhall long 
continue ſo. Various are the Changes and Alterations 
which happen in the World. Infinite are the Caſvalties 
and Misfortunes of Humane Life ; and even the moſt 
Inanimate Things prove ſometimes the occaſion of our 
Temporal Ruine. One Earthquake may demoliſh our 
Houſes, one flaſh of Lightning conſume all our Sub- 
ſtance, one Tempeſt ſink ali our Fortunes. 

Beſides theſe, our own Folly, the Folly or Knaver 
of others, how do they often concur to our Deſtruction ? 
The Careleſneſs of a Relation, the Treachery of a 
pretended Friend may deprive us of all that we poſſeſs. 
Thieves may break into our Houſes. A Servant may 
run away with our Goods. A Perjured Raſcal may 
{wear us out of our Eſtate, They with whom we 
truſted our Concerns may break and undo us. 

Not to mention that God ſometimes, for Reaſons beſt 
known to himſelf, does after an unaccountable manner 
hinder ſome Perſons from thriving, and conſumes what 
they at preſent injoy. 

What a madneſs then mult it needs be for any of us 
to {well and look big upon the account of what, for 
ought we know, we may be forced to part with the 
next Moment ? To fanſie our ſelves to be ſo much 
above any other part of Mankind, when we cannot be 
ſure how ſoon our Condition may be much meaner than 
that of the meaneſt of them, whom we at preſent 
make ſo little an account of. 

How much better would it be to do Good with what 
we have, ſince we cannot tell but that within a very 
few Days or Years we may have nothing left us but the 
Memory of our BenefaCtions * How 
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How much greater Wiſdom would it be to oblige 
Mankind by Acts of Charity and Munificence, to ele 
our ſelves Friends of the unrighteous Mammon | whilſt 
we are able, fince by this means we may happen to ſe- 
cure to our ſelves their aid and aſſiſtance when we ſtand 
in necd thereof, and we know not how ſoon we may ? 

What could be more for our Advantage than to part 
with a few uncertain SatisfaCtions for the certain Favour 
of God, who is a living Goa, and freely giveth us all 
things ? Which laſt words contain, 


The Second Argument uſed by the Apoſtle to enforce 
the forementioned Duties, being fetched from the Nature 
of God and of his Providence. Although Riches are of a 
tranſitory and periſhing Nature, yet God is not. To 
rely upon them is to rely upon a broken Reed : But to 
rely upon God is to rely upon an Immutable Being , 
who is the ſame Yeſterday, to Day, and for Ever. No 
croſs Accidents can take him from us, nothing can 
leſſen his Power to help us. He is 4 living God. 

To diveſt our ſelves then of all vain Conceits of our 
own Worth and Excellency, and to place our Truſt and 
Confidence only in him, 1s the moſt ready way to be 
ſecure from Danger, and to have every thing that is fit 
and convenient beſtowed on us. For his Power is ſuffi 
cient to do us any kindneſs ; and he has promiſed not 
to forſake them who put their truſt in him. 

Which Promiſe he cannot but be then moſt inclined 
to make good in a remarkable manner, when he ſees 
them ſo chearfully to diſtribute their Alms to the Ne- 
ceſſities of thoſe whom he has moſt expre{ly commanded 
them to relieve, of thoſe whoſe Cauſe he doth after a 
more eſpecial manner eſpoule, accounting every ACt of 
Mercy, which is ſhown to them, to be an inſtance of 
good Will towards himſelf, C 2 And 
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And as his Power ought to oblige us to perform theſe 
Duties, ſo ought his Goodneſs too, For he 1s not only 
a Living God, but a God that giveth us richly all things 
to injoy. Iu him we live, and move, and hare our being ;, 
and unto him we are indebted for all the good Things 


which we are poſſefſed of, Now to value our ſelves 
(as las been already obſerve) upon the account of what 
we are beholden to another for, to conhide 1n what 1s 
willy at anothers diſpoſal ; when another has been 
kind to us not to be kind to his Friends, arc Inltances 
0: the greatelt Folly and Ingratitude, 

aclides, fiance God's Providence intermixctl it. ſclt in 
all Humane Aﬀairs, we may bc aſſured that he being 
infinitely Wiſe, knows better what is fit for us than we. 
aur {clves do, and being Intinitely Good will be far trom 
luftering us to want any thing that he knows 1s can- 
venient for us to have.: So that by placing our whole, 
Truſt and Confidence in him, and by our cxpretling,, 
after a peculiar manner, ſuch our Truſt and Confidence 
by Acts of Charity and Bencticence, we may net only 
ingage him to ſccure us 1n our preſent Polleſſions, but 
iikewiſe to be more kind to us than he has hitherto 
been, and to beſtow larger Inſtances of his Favour vp- 
on us, Bur, 

If the Conſideration ot- the uncertainty of Riches, 
2nd of God's Providence intermixing it {cli in all Hu 
mane Afairs, ſhould not prove a ſutticient Motive, to 
thoſe who are Rich, to be Charitable, and not to trutt 
;a their Riches, but only in the Living God, yet me: 
thinks, 


The. Apoſtles Third Argument ſhould, it being fetch. 
£d-trom the Conſideration of a Future Reward ; They 


lo.lay up for themſelves in ſtore a good founaation ſor the: 
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time to come, that they gay lay hold on Eternal Life. It 
is the Faulr of ſome Rich Men that they lay up nothing, 
but conſume what God has bleit them withal in Luxu- 
ry and Intcmperance. Others are conſtant hoarders, but 
for others, and not for themſelves ; They heap ap Riches, 
and cannot tell who ſhall gather them, Many times the 
greateſt Portion of them (they being dead and gone) 
is ſpent, before it can be decided! who ouglit to polleſs 
them. At ocher times their ſpcnd-thrite Heirs conſume 
in a ſhort time what they have been laying up jv nary 
Years, At other times their greatclt Jnemics by Per- 
jury, Fraud, open Violence, or ſudden Changes in Go- 
vernment, bccome Maſters of ali the Wealth which 
they with ſo much Labour and Induſtry have for fo 
long time becn treaſuring up. 

But now, he'who truſts in God, and is Charitable, at 
the. ſame time that he parts with his preſent Worldly 
Goods, lays up for himſelf Treaſures in Heaveas, where 
either moth nor ruſt aoth corrupt, aud where Thieves do 
aot break through aud ſtea/, Ne lays a good Foundation 
that he may obtain Eternal Lite. ; 

Such is. behaviour lays indeed a good Founda- 
tion for many other things belides. It lays a Founda- - 
tion of inward Joy and Satisfattion : For notiing can 
be more delightful than the ſcaly of having done what 
God commands ; of having imitated him 1m one of his 
chiefeſt Attributes, his Goodnels ; ol having in ſome 
meaſure finiſhed what, notwith{tancving God's Almigh- 
ty lower, was left unperfect ;. and of having been the 
cauſe that others, who were full of Grict and Com- 
plaints, live as caſie as himſelf, It lays a Foundation 
tor a good Reputation, it being a praghice which all: 
commend, but none ever darcd to find fault with,, 
which many wiſh they could. imutate when they are 
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not able, and others make a ſhow of imitating when 
they do not : It being likewiſe a Practice that will make 
the World ſpeak well of us when we are in our Graves, 
that will engage Poſterity to admire us, and to bleſs 
and praiſe God for the many Inſtances we have left of 
our Bounty and Liberality towards his indigent Servants. 

Tt lays a good Foundation for the Friendſhip of others 
in the time of nced : They being the moſt likely to 
meet with kind uſage who have uſed others kindly, 
when in the ſame Circumſtances. 

It lays a good Foundation (as has been already taken 
notice of) for the increaſe of our Worldly Wealth, by 
the ſpecial Bleſſing of God*s Providence ; it being agree- 
able to his Goodneſs, Wiſdom, and to that conſtant 
Care which he has of Humane Afﬀairs, to heap his 
Bleſſings upon ſuch as obey his Laws, upon ſuch as 
ſhow themſelves grateful towards him, and from whom 
he is ſure upon all occaſions to receive a Portion, of 
what he gives, back again for the uſe of his indigent 
Servants. : 

But theſe Things, how excellent ſoever in themſe'ves, 
are not to be compared with that ineftimable Reward 
which it intitles them to in another World, with that 
Eterral Life : For the laying hold whereot the PraCtice 
of theſe Duties does alſo lay a very great Foundat:5n. 

Now a Foundation ts that upon which the {2fety 
and ſtrength of any Building does mainly depend, but 
yet the Building may be in other reſpects faulty. The 
PraQtice of theſe Duties alone therefore is not ſufficient 
to ſecure to us Eternal Happineſs ; becauſe they who 
are careful in the performance of them may be faulty 
in many other reſpe&ts ; but nevertheleſs they go a great 
way towards it. They lay a Foundation for the ob- 

taining it, and that upon theſe following accounts, . 
I, In 
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x. In that they diſpoſe towards the performance of 
all other Religious Duties whatſoever, 

2. In that they do, after a more eſpecial manner, 
draw our Minds off from doting too much upon the 
Things of this Late. 

2, In that they do beget within us ſuch a temper of 
Mind as does in a great meaſure conſtituge the Happi- 
neſs of the other World. 


1. They who are Humble, who truſt in God, and 
are Charitable, do lay a good Foundation for the ob- 
taining Eternal Life, in that they, hereby become: well- 
diſpoſed towards the performance of all other Religiays 
Duties whatſoever. To fit a Man for Eternal Happi- 
neſs, it is not ſufficient to perform ſome Duties, and-to 
negle& others ; and therefore when we obſerve it to be 
annexed to any particular Duties, all other muſt be 
ſuppoſed to accompany them z and indegg there is ſuch 
a cloſe connexion betwixt all Religious Duties whatſo- 
ever, that if one be but rightly pertormed, it will help 
forward the right performance of all other. So that 
if the Duties in the Text be performed out of a true 
Principle, viz-*becaule God requires them at our hands, 
we ſhall upon the ſame Grounds be diſpoted to obey 
God in all other reſpe&ts whatioever. For it our Con- 
ſciences .teach us that it is reaſonable to obey God in 
ſome Inſtances, they will likewiſe inform us that it is 
as reaſonable to obey him in any other. If they upon 
the performance of theſe Duties in the Text, affor us 
a great deal of pleaſure and inward delight, they go at 
the ſame time incline us to the practice of ſuch other 
Duties, from whence we may with jult Reaſon expe& 
the ſame delight and ſatisfaction, 

Beſides, they who are humble will be moſt diſpoſed 
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to hearken - to. Inſtruftion, and to he attentive to any 
of God's Inſtructions to Vertue and Holineſs ; and they 
who truſt in God, and expreſs ſvch their rruſt in him 
by Acts -of Charity, mult needs think themſelves ob- 
liged to doevery thing that may ſecure them an Intereit 
in his Favour whom they thus rely upon : And conſe- 
quently they-will thereby be-put upon Worihipping him, 
upon Praying unto. him, and giving him Thanks, and 
upon indeavouring to pay an 1ntire Obedience to all his 
Commands. The ſame will likewiſe very much diſpoſe 
them for the prattice of Temperance ; for they who 
ive ſo freely for the relief of others, will have leſs to 
pend upon the gratification of their own Luſts and At- 
feftions. And as for all thoſe Duties which relate to 
our Neighbour, the doing Works of Charity, being the 
higheft Inſtance of Aﬀection for him, contains all the 
reſt under it. For how can he be Unjuſt, Malicious, 
Envious, Cruel, or the hike, who is deſirous that all 
near and about him ſhould live comfortably as well as 
himſelf, and therefore can and does chearfully leflen his 
own Income, that they may not be deſtitute of a fit and 
convenient Subſiſtence ? So that there is ſcarce any Duty 
of Religion which the Duties in the Text don't ſome 
way or other urge us to perform, and thereby /ay 
good Foundation againſt the time to come, that we may lay 
hold on Eternal Life. 

2. The Duties in the Text do lay a good Foundation 
for the obtafning Eternal Life, in that they do, after a 
particular manner, wean our Minds from doting too 
-much upon the Things of this Life. Abundance of 
Riches are apt to take up all our Time, to engage all 
'our Thoughts, to engroſs all our AﬀeQtions, to imploy 
all our Endeavours, ſo that we ſhall neither have Let- 
ſure nor a Mind to weigh and conſider any thing elſe, 

nor 
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nor be willing to attend to Things more excellent, and 
of a more weighty and neceſſary Concernment. 

Now by reſigning our fclves up with all Humility 
to God's diſpola], and by {reely parting with our World- 
ly Goods to relieve thoſe whom he has commanded us 
to take care of, we docut off many of thoſe Tempta- 
tions, Which would otherwiſe cbſ{truct our inquiries 
after Heaven and Happineſs ; we leſſen our preſent Cares 
about 1cmporal Injoyments, and by that means have 
more hours to ſpend about God and Religion. 

By giving _ what the greateſt part of Mankind 
is wont to have ſo great a regard for, we declare our 
ſelves to be but Strangers and Pilgrims here : That our 
ExpeQtations reach higher than this World : That we 
deſpiſe all theſe ſplendid Trifles and” glittering Vanities 
here below in compariſon of that Eternal Blifs and 
Glory which we have the promiſe to be made partakers 
of in the Life to come. And by how much the Plea- 
ſures of another State are more in our "Thoughts, by ſo 
much more will our Aﬀections move towards them, by 
{o much more ſhall we be excited to do every thing ne- 
ceffary for the obtaining them. 

3. And Laſtly, By the Duties in the Text is laid up 
a good Foundation for the obtaining Eternal Life ; be- 
cauſe the Practice of them does beget within us ſuch a 
Temper of Mind as does in a great meaſure conſtitute 
the Happineſs of the other World. The Inhabitants 
of Heaven are always content with their preſent. Cir- 
cumſtances, are not in the leaſt conceited of their. own 
worth, nor do they aſpire towards any thing above 
God's allowance ; but their Hearts and Lips are. con- 

{tantly full of thankful Acknowledgments tor his gra- 
cious dealings with them, and they do every moment 
of their Lives depend upon his Almighty Power, his 
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Infinite Goodneſs, lis Faithfulneſs to perform his Pro- 
miſes for the continuance of that Happineſs which they 
are poſſeſſed of, 

And as for all kind of Offices of Love and Friendſhip, 
theſe are their conſtant Study. and Imployment. For 
the Kingdom of Heaven is a Kingdom where there is 
nothing of Strife and Contention, nothing of Hatred 
and Malice, nothing of Covctouſneſs and Ill Nature, 
but where the Subjects thereof live in perpetual Peace 
and Amity both with their Prince, and with one ano- 
ther ; where all the kind Arts of Endearment are im- 
proved to their higheſt pitch and perteftion ; where ali 
endeavour the Eaſe and Contentment of thoſe they con- 
verle with, always {triving, by all the Arts of a ems 
AﬀeCtion, to oblige one another, and to render thoſe 
they converſe with as happy as themſelves, 

Now the more humble and contented we are in this 
Life, the more likely we are to be lo aftetted in the 
next, The more we learn to depefid upon God at pre- 
ſent, the better diſpoſed we ſhall be to do it hercafter, 
The more kind we are to one another in this World, 
the fitter we hall be for the Converſation of Saint and 
Angels in the World to come. 

Not that we ſhall then have occaſion to perform any 
luch AQts of Charity as relate to the Neceſſities of others : 
For we ſhall not meet with any in Heaven who ſtand 
in need of them. All there will be Rich as well as we, 
and many of thoſe whom we now relicve in as joyfu! 
a Condition as their late Benefactors. But the very per- 
tormance of ſuch Ads of Beneficence at preſent, does 
therefore fit us for the Converſation of thoſe Bleſſed 
Souls above, in that it begets withia us a good liking 
and eſteem for one another, a ſincere and earneſt deſire 


of our Neighbours Welfare, a fatisfattion in his prof- 
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perous Condition, All which are the chief ingredients 
that make Heaven ſo delightful a place, and the Friend- 
ſhip of Saints and Angels to be fo charming as it 1s. 


Having thus cxamined the Arguments made ule ot 
by the Apoſtle to enforce the Duties in the Text, I 
ſhould now in the Third and laſt place conſider the Ob- 
ligation which lies upon the Miniſters of the Goſpel to 
teach others the Neceility and Advantage of them: 


The Apoſtle St. Paul, in ſpeaking to Timothy, faith 
to all the inferiour Miniſters and Diſpenſers of God's 
Word, Charge them that are. Rich that they be not high- 
mindefl, nor truſt in uncertain Riches, &C, 

Rich Men therefore mult not take it amiſs, ſince they 
ice trom whence we derive our Commiſſion, it we often 
' prels upon them the obſervance of theſe Duties. 

But I hope that my having inlarged upon the fore- 
mentioned Arguments will at preſent excuſe me | from 
aſſuming that Authority which by my Function belongs 
to me, 

Eſpecially ſince by reading the following Report I 
ſhall repreſent to your Thoughts what may happen to 
have a greater influence upon you, v/z. 

The good Effetts of your Predeceflors Charity, as 
well as of ſome amongſt your ſelves. 


The Report, &C. 


You have heard the Report ; from whence you may 
-alily gather what great 'I hings have been, and aredaily, 
done by the Rich and Good Men of this Renowned City. 

How diligent and careful they are in the adminiftra- 
tion of other Mens Charity. 

D 2 How 
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How liberal oftentimes in diſpenſing their own, 

But yet I cannot but with ſome ſort of Grief and in- 
ward Compaſſion obſerve to you, That all the Hoſpi- 
tals do make Complaint of their Wants, and ſeem in a 
humble manner to intimate that Charity 15 grown coldcr 
of late than it was formerly. 

Now the Neceflities of Mankind, I am ſure, are not 
tewer than they have been formerly. 

It cannot theretore but be a Melancholly Confidera- 
tion to think that in ſo Populous and Wealthy a Cuy, 
there ſhould be fewer Benelactors found to relieve them. 

Should I ask the Governours of Chriſts-Church Hol- 
pital, what is the Reaſon that the Liſt of their Orphans 
decreaſcth Yearly ? T 

That ſo many Children are diſmiſſed their Houlc, 
and none reccived into their Places ? 

Should I ſay unto them, 

Have all the Citizens of Loa been of late fo proſ- 
perous, as ncither by their Misfortunes, nor their Fol- 
lies, to leave, when they dye, their Families in want ? 

Have none of their Widows becn with you to receivc 
their Sons and Daughters into your Carc, and to calc 
them of the burthen of them ? 

Would they not reply ? Alas, we never were morc 
preficd to receive Children into our Houſe, neither was 
there cver greatcr Occaſion that we ſhould. 

But what would you have us do # 

We have not whcrewithal to Maintain thoſe we have 
alrcady. 

There 1s a great Debt upon us, and our Gifts are but 
very tew. 

Rich Men now a-days not only forget us whilſt they 
zrc alive, but alſo in their laſt Wills and Teltaments, 

This I fear would be their Excuſe ; but it is a thou- 
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{and picics that they fhould be conltrained to make it. 

For the Caſe of diltreiled Orphans 1s very ſad. 

They can have no Contrivance tor preſent Mainte- 
Nance. | 

Neither do they underſtand whom it 1s proper to 
make application unto tor Relict, 

They arc but jutt come into the World, and for want 
of a prudent Education may happen to ſpend a long 
term of Years in Miſery, and ſometimes in Vice, and 
to be for ever miſerable in the World to come. 

Which way then can any Rich Man better beſtow his 
Charity, than by throwing part of it into that noble 
Fund ? 

Where not only Food and Raiment, but ſuch exccl- 
lent Inſtruction allo, both as to Learning and Manners, 
is provided for thelc Orphans, as may not only prevent 
their taking ill Courles, 

But may likewiſe put them into a way of Thriving in 
the World, and of bcing in time Benefactors themſelves, 

I will add one Thing more on their behalf. 

They do upon theſe Solemn Occaſions make a noble 
part of your Proceſſion. 

By them you make your publick boaſt, not only to 
the whole Nation, but to Strangers and Foreigners, 
how kind you arc to the Fatherlels, and what grcat 
Care you take of them. 

In Requital therefore to the Honour which 1s done 
your City by their Appearance; it may well become you 
to have a particular Regard to their Hoſpital, and to 
contrive ſome way both to increaſe their Annual Reve- 
nues, and to put them out of Debt. 

But I am called from Chri/t-Church by the Sighs and 
Groans, the Shreiks and Lamentations ol a company 
of milerable Wretches, 
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Some with broken Legs and Arms, ſome with woun- 
ded and mangled Members, ſome with Ulcers and pu: 
trified Sores, ſome thin and meagre like a ſhadow, 
others ſwelled to a prodigious bignels. | 

Some tortured with mott wracking Pains in parti- 
cular parts of their Bodies. 

Others weak and infirm in all their Limbs. 

All which, with many other in the like ſad Circum- 
ſtances, do earneſtly beg to be conlider'd, 

And to have ſome Cure attorded them by the Charity 
of others, which they are not able to be at the Charge 
of themſelves, 


But the Governours both: of St, Bartholomew's, and of 


St. Thomas's Hoſpitai, are ready co make anſwer ; 

That it grieves them very much to deny theſe Poor 
People their Requeſt ; that they are overcharged alrea- 
dy with Perſons in their Condition. 

That their Contingent Charities are of late much 
falPn off, and their Income is too ſcanty to Maintain 
their preſent Charge. 

Now how can any Wealthy Citizen, who fares de- 
licioufly every day, who keeps a number of Servants, 
and has his Houſe (or rather Palace) adorn'd with Plate, 
and with all forts of coſtly Furniture, hear this ? 

And yet never think of ſending to theſe miſerable 
Wretches the leaſt Relief. 

How can he have the Heart to make his Will, and 
therein to give to every Son and Daughter ſeveral Thous- 
ſands, and to bequeath nothing to either of the forc- 
mentioned Houſes ? 

Bridewell comes next under your Conſideration, which 
earneſtly begs your Liberal Contributions, and more 
than ever deſerves them. 

Becaule by the Zeal and Activity of thoſe who ſeem 
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deſirous to contribute all they can towards the Reforima- 
tion of Mens Manners, the Number of thoſe which 
have bcen under the Diſcipline of that Hoſpital has been 
of late much greater than formerly, 

And who would not give to the Maintenance of that 
Place, which keeps Vice ſomewhat in awe, 

And which by hard Labour, and good wholeſome 
Chaſtiſement, brings bold and obſtinate Oftenders to a 
due ſcnſe of their paſt Impieties. 

And by the Mcans of Bodily Puniſhment helps oftcn- 
times to ſave their Souls, 

But here perhaps an Addreſs to the Governours of 
this Hoſpital will be more ſcaſonable than to any other 
part of this Auditory, 

Whom when I deſire to be Charitable, I do moſt 
carneſtly beſcech to put off all Bowels ot Compaſſion, 
and to exerciſe the Truſt that 1s repoſed in them with 
the utmolt Rigour. 

The Perſons who come under your Cogniſance are, 
tor the moſt part, the Peſts and Plagues of Mankind, 

The Scandal of your Nation, and of your Religion too, 

Tt is by their Means (I take in both Sexes) that fo 
many open Villanies are daily committed in your Streets, 

It is by their Means that the Youth of this Town is 
ſo often corrupted, and Gentlemen of the beſt Qualitv 
and greateſt Hopes ruin'd and undone. 

It is by their Means that you cannot lye ſecure in 
your Beds, nor travel in ſatety upon the Roads, 

It is by their Means that the other Hoſpitals are ſo full, 

That ſo many Widows, by Reaſon of their Husbands 
too frequent Converſation with ſome of theſe Riotous 
Companions, are left with a numerous train of Chil- 
dren, and without one Penny to maintain them, 


And that ſo many diſcaled and rotten Carcaſes are 
forced 
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forced to be patched up at the Publick Charge, 

Pity therefore in you would be the greateſt Cruelty, 

Neither can you do a greater piece of Service, cither 
to God, or your Country, or to theſe wicked Peoplc 
themſelves, than to make them ſmart ſevercly tor thcir 
Offences. 

That fo, if it be poſſible, they may be reclaimed, 
at leaſt ſo far as never to run the hazard of coming 
under your Diſcipline any more. £ 

And that the Severity of their Puniſhment may prove 
a warning to others not to be guilty of the like Crimes, 


Bethlem Hoſpital ſtands laſt in your Roll, but com- 
plains as much of its Debts and Wants, and Petitions 
as earneſtly for a ſhare in your Charity as any of the 
Four former, 

And how can you be ſo hard-hearted as not to afford 
ſome Comfort to Perſons that have loſt their Reaſon 
and Underſtanding ? 

To ſuch as, like the poſſeſſed in the Goſpel, run 
Naked about your Streets crying, and cutting them- 
telves with Stones, 

Their Condition is moſt of all other deplorable, be- 
cauſe they have no Senle thereof themſelves. 

And you wiil ſeem to have imitated our Saviour, in 
having wrought a Miracle upon them. 

Tf by your Bounty, inſtead of being Chain*d and Fet- 
tcr'd in their dark Apartments we behold them in the 
Temple praiſing God for their Recovery, 2. e. ſi:tivg 
at Jeſus Feet, and in a right Mind. 

Neither will ſuch your kindneſs towards them want 
even its preſent Reward : For they will certainly pa5- 
liſh, wherever they come, what great things you have done 
for them. 


k But 
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But I know it will be Replyed ; | 

That although the Complaines of the Hoſpital are 
very juſt, yet that theirs are as great and juſt too, 
who ſuggeſt to us how hard the Times have been, and 
how great the decay of Trade throughout the whole 
Kingdom. 

But it is not to the Indigent, to ſuch as neither have 
Eſtates nor Trade, to whom the Hoſpitals offer their 
Complaints. 

It is to ſuch, as not to mention greater Sums, are 
worth Forty, Thirty, Twenty, Ten, Five, and {6 
down to Two or Three Thouſand Pounds. 

Would but theſe devote ſome Yearly Portion, in 
proportion to what God has blefſed them with, to the 
Neceſlitics of others, 

Would they but keep as exa&t an account thereof 
within their Books, as they do of other Matters, 

The Hoſpitals might ſoon be out of Debt, and in a 
moſt Flouriſhing Condition. 

Nay, would but they who have their conſtant Even- 
ing Meetings, even ſuch Meetings as are the moſt in- 
nocent, ſtay at home one Night in the Week with 
their Wives and Families, and lay aſide for Charitable 
Uſes what would have been then ſpent abroad, what 
a conſiderable Sum might by this Means be raiſed, and 
no Body feel the want of it ? 

So ealic it is, for thoſe who are well inclined, to find 
ways of doing Good to others without doing the leaſt 
Harm to themſelves. 

But I ſhall now recommend a far cheaper way of 
being Charitable in an high degree : And ſuch a way, 
as I hope the moſt Covetous will both approve of, and 
endeavour all they can to promote : For it will cer- 
tainly ſave them Money, if it takes effect. 

E L ſhall 
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I ſhall keep you no _ in ſuſpenſe : It is that very 
way which, as I am told, you your ſelves are now 
upon. I mean, that noble Deſign of Buildmmg Work- 
hoyſfes, and of conftraining all the Poor that arc able, 
both Young and Old, to take Pains for their E.iving. 

This is to Glorious, and fo Uletul, an Undertaking, 
that were it but once brought to an happy Concluſion, 
there would be no ſuch Occaſion tor Accidental Cha- 
rities, as there now 15, 

The Poor, inſtead of being fo great a burthen to you, 
would contribute very much to make you Rich. 

You would then be free from thoſe importunate Beg- 
gars, Which are now fo troubleſome both to your Shops 
and Churches. 

You would then have ferver Orphans to maintain ; 
becauſe their Parents, being bred up to Induſtry, would 
not ſo often leave them in fuch mean Circumſtances 
as they commonly now do. 

It would help to rid the City of Thieves, Houſe- 

breakers, and other ſuch like pilfering Companions ; 
who for want of being forced to Work live upon Ra- 
pine and _-_ and upon doing Injuries to their inno- 
cent Neighbours. 
. Nay , your Hoſpitals for tlie Sick would be lets 
lowded then they are ; many Difcafes and Sickneſſes 
being oftentimes occaſion'd by thoſe Vices of which 
ld!encls is commonly the chicteſt Cauſe, 

Ler not therefore any Difficalties diſcourage thoſe, 
who are iggaged in ſo great and fo good a Work, trom 
proſecuting ir to the utmolt of their Power, 

Neither let there be any Diflentions amongſt them, 
in r:ſpct thereot, upon the account of Party or Opi- 
nion, nor Emulations, valets it be about being moſt 
zcalous to promote it. 
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It is a Deſign which ſome leſſer Corporations have 
already attempted with good Succeſs ; and whoſe Ex- 
ample others are preparing to follow as faſt as they can, 

And what a ſhame would tt then be for the Metro- 
polis of the Kingdom, whoſe Riches are ſo great and 
whoſe Intereſt is ſo conſiderable, to be the laſt in taſt- 
ing the bleſſed Fruits of it ! 

Go on therefore, I beſeech you, with Courage and 
Reſolution, and with what convenient Speed you can, 
in what you are about ; and whatever oppoſition you 
may happen to meet with, be 70! weary iz well-doing. 


And may that God who is pleaſed to reckon it his 
chiet Commandment , that we love one another ,, and 
who interprets all AQts of Mercy, which are ſhown to 
his Indigent Servants, to be done to himſclt, bleſs and 

roſper you in this your Righteous Enterpriſe. May 
he never forget your works and Labour that proceed- 
eth of Love. And may every one of you for the 'Time, 
Pains and Expences, he ſhall be at therein, receive from 
him an Hundred Fold in this World, and be made an 
Inheritour of Eternal Lite and Glory in the World to 


COMme, 


FF IM ES 


R. Lyaſord's Sermon before the Lord-Mayor, November 16, 


1679, ON 2 C708, 20, 17. 
—— Sermon, God's Providence the Cities Safety, before the 


Lord-Mayor, Feb. 24, 1683, on Pſalm 127, 1, 


